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EDINBURGH OLD TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2025 
 
Edinburgh Old Town Association has objectives of promoting and encouraging public interest in the 
beauty, history and character of the Old Town of Edinburgh.  To that end, the Association participates 
in consultations on issues affecting the amenity of the Old Town, comments on planning applications 
and proposals for development, publishes a regular newsletter and organises informative and 
educational visits and lectures.  When funds allow, the Association also gives small donations in 
support of its objectives. 
 
Review of the Year  
 
The year 2024-25 was a year that saw the Edinburgh Old Town Association engrossed in the same 
topics as previous years.  Overtourism, short-term lets, traffic and the condition of the public realm 
were all matters for discussion at meetings of the committee and members.  Over-tourism, now an 
official term, was the subject of a mini-conference organised by the indefatigable Cockburn Association 
in October 2024; even the organisers of Edinburgh’s Festivals are talking about quality rather than 
quantity.  Short-term lets continue to occupy far too many homes in the Old Town, though the 
introduction of legislation requiring letting of homes other than for a few weeks to get planning 
permission means that most of these are now operating illegally.  The welcome sight of FOR SALE and 
TO LET signs shows that the legislation is slowly taking effect and some homes are returning to 
residential use.  It remains to be seen how the Transient Visitor Levy, AKA the tourist tax, will be 
collected from unofficial short-term lets. 
 
The introduction of the low emission zone in central Edinburgh means that the air in our streets is 
cleaner, but our medieval streets are still having to carry too much wheeled traffic.  Too much traffic 
leads to damage of road surfaces … and pavements, despite the ban on pavement parking.  It is a 
shame that locals and visitors need to watch their feet rather than enjoying the view.  Some of the 
income from the tourist tax will be earmarked for improvements to the public realm, improvements 
that are long overdue.  The Old Town Association has made, and will continue to make, representations 
on these and all matters that affect the quality of life in the Old Town. 
 
To support the Old Town community, the Association continues to liaise with other amenity and local 
organisations including the City of Edinburgh Council, the Old Town Community Council, the Cockburn 
Association, the Edinburgh Civic Forum, Edinburgh Old Town Development Trust, Edinburgh World 
Heritage and the Scottish Civic Trust.   
 
During 2024-25 the Association produced three newsletters, edited by Eric Drake and Rosemary Mann.  
The Association’s website (https://www.eota.org.uk/) was given a refresh which made it easier to read 
using mobile devices.  The Old Town Association Facebook page (www.facebook.com/edinburghota), 
maintained by Fiona Cameron, gave a more instant commentary on events in the Old Town.  During 
the year the Association subscribed to the Edinburgh Minute, a service that provides a digest of local 
news and events, five days a week.  The Edinburgh Minute provided a number of items of news which 
could be repeated on the Association’s website; it was also used to promote the Association’s 
activities. 
 
The usual talks and other activities were offered, with talks being hybrid when possible so the audience 
could attend in person or join the event live on Zoom.   
 Two visits to the Scottish Genealogical Society. 
 Talk by local historian Eric Melvin on the 19th Century Old Town of Edinburgh.   
 Christmas Party held in a private flat in Chessels Court. 
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EDINBURGH OLD TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2025 
 
Review of the Year (continued) 
 
 Talk by Donald Smith on Edinburgh, Our Storied Town, to commemorate Edinburgh’s 900th. 
 Talk on Panmure House by Tom Addyman of Addyman Archaeology, held in conjunction with 

Edinburgh Business School and Heriot-Watt University (made available on YouTube). 
 Private View of Renaissance Exhibition, National Library of Scotland, led by rare books curator Dr 

Anette Hagan. 
 Talk by Rosie Ellison of Film Edinburgh. 
 Two guided walks, led by Rosemary Mann, on Darwin in Edinburgh. 
 Talk by Terry Levinthal, Director of The Cockburn Association, on Campaigning for Edinburgh: The 

Cockburn Association 1875-2049. 
 Summer Garden Party held in a private garden in Chessels Court. 
 
Governance 
 
Edinburgh Old Town Association is an unincorporated membership association regulated by a written 
constitution.  The Association is recognised as a charity and is regulated by the Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator with Scottish Charity Number SC009217.  
 
Membership 
 
Membership of the Association is open to people who live in, work in or are just interested in the 
historic heart of Edinburgh.  At 31 August 2025, the Association had 152 individual and 3 corporate 
members, almost the same as the previous year. 
 
Executive Committee  
 
The day-to-day administration of the Association is conducted by a voluntary Executive Committee of 
up to eighteen whose members are either elected annually from the membership at the Annual 
General Meeting or co-opted from the membership by the committee during the year.  Members of 
the Committee during the year were: 
 

Eric Drake (Convener and Newsletter Editor) 
Barbara Logue (Vice-convener) 
Kate Marshall (Minutes Secretary) 
Rosemary Mann (Treasurer) 
John Bowles 
Fiona Cameron 
Laura Harrington 
Naomi Richardson  
Hilary Swanston 

 
During the year under review the Executive Committee held twelve hybrid meetings with members 
attending in person or remotely using Zoom.  The Annual General Meeting was held on 25 March 2025. 
 
Financial Review   
 
The results for the year are shown in the statements on pages 4 and 5.  The Association made a surplus 
of £564 (2024: deficit of £631).   
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The Edinburgh Old Town Association made one donation of £500 during the year to the Cockburn 
Association towards the acquisition and refurbishment of a K6 telephone kiosk in the High Street for 
use as a heritage information hub.   
 
The Association received a legacy from a member, Alec Mann, of £6,398 of which £6,000 was 
transferred to the capital fund of the Brownlee Old Town Trust.  The balance of £398 used towards the 
donation for the K6 telephone kiosk by the Cockburn Association. 
 
The Association records its gratitude to Jenifer Davidson for agreeing to undertake the role of pro bono 
independent examiner of these accounts. 
 
Reserves Policy   
 
The reserves policy of the Association is to maintain an unrestricted reserve of one year’s expenditure. 
 
Connected charity   
 
In the Executive Committee’s opinion, the Brownlee Old Town Trust is connected to the Association. 
 
Plans for Future Years   
 
The Association will continue to monitor planning applications and respond to consultations.  The 
Association will raise matters of concern with the appropriate authorities, involving local councillors 
and MSPs where appropriate.  The Association will continue to offer its members its regular 
newsletters, talks, guided walks, visits and social gatherings.  Free reserves and surpluses generated 
will continue to be used to make donations to further the objectives of the Edinburgh Old Town 
Association.   
 
Authorised by the Executive Committee on 5 November 2025 and signed on their behalf by 
 
 
Eric Drake, Convener  
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EDINBURGH OLD TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT  
FOR YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2025 

 2025 2025 2025 2024 
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

 £ £ £ £ 
Receipts      
Members’ subscriptions 1,111 - 1,111 805 
Donations received (including gift aid) 533 - 533 292 
Sale of tickets for events 1,450 - 1,450 1,269 
Legacy 6,398 - 6,398 - 
Interest on deposits (gross) 77 - 77 79 
     
Total receipts 9570 - 9,570 2,745 
     
Payments      
Cost of events 901 - 901 520 
Stationery, telephone and postage 700 - 700 721 
Website  673 - 673 156 
Mailbox and other admin costs 60 - 60 60 
Subscriptions 85 - 85 40 
Transfer to Brownlee Trust 6,000 - 6,000 - 
Conference fees 58 - 58 - 
Donations  500  500 1,825 
Miscellaneous 29 - 29 54 
     
Total payments 9,006 - 9,006 3,376 
     
Surplus / (Deficit) for the year 564 - 564 (631) 

 
STATEMENT OF BALANCES AT 31 AUGUST 2025 

 Balance 
at start of 

year 

Receipts 
during 

year 

Payments 
during 

year 

Balance 
at end of 

year 
 £ £ £ £ 
     
Fund: General Fund 8,376 9,570 (9,006) 8,940 
Total Funds 8,376 9,570 (9,006) 8,940 
     
Represented by:  Cheque account 3,026   3,512 
 Deposit account 5,350   5,428 
Total 8,376   8,940 

 
The notes on page 5 form an integral part of these accounts. 

The Association elects to prepare the simpler form of statements permitted by Regulation 10(1) (d) of 
the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).  The statements were approved by 
the Executive Committee at their meeting on 5 November 2025 and signed on their behalf by 
 
Rosemary Mann, Treasurer 
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EDINBURGH OLD TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

1 Connected charity: The Brownlee Old Town Trust (Scottish Charity SC023216). 
On 1 April 1995 the amount held by the Edinburgh Old Town Association in the Brownlee 
Bequest Fund was transferred to the Trustees of a separate charitable trust, the Brownlee Old 
Town Trust.  At least 50% of the Trustees of the Brownlee Old Town Trust must be members of 
the Executive Committee of the Edinburgh Old Town Association. 

 

 
2 Nature and purpose of funds   
 The General Fund is administered at the discretion of the Executive Committee in furtherance 

of the objectives of the Association. 
 

3 Restricted funds   
 There were no restricted funds.  

 
4 Donations 

The following donations were made during the year under review:   
2025 

£ 
 Cockburn Association towards refurbishment of K2 telephone kiosk 500 
  500 

 
5 Trustee remuneration and expenses 

No member of the executive committee received remuneration during the year.   
2025 

£ 
2024 

£ 
 One committee member was reimbursed expenses (2024: two) 636 1,397 
 There were no other transactions with members of the executive committee 

or connected persons. 
  

 
6 Income received in advance but included in funds at 31 August 2025 

£ 
2024 

£ 
 Long-term subscriptions, proportion relating to future years 2,037 2,006 

 
7 Commitments at 31 August 2025 

£ 
2024 

£ 
 Total commitments: none - - 

 
8 Reserves at 31 August 2025 

£ 
2024 

£ 
 Balance less advance income and commitments 6,825 6,339 

 
9 Free Reserves at 31 August 2025 

£ 
2024 

£ 
 The Association’s policy is to keep unrestricted reserves of one year’s 

expenditure (£2,000). 
4,825 4,339 
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EDINBURGH OLD TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT 

I report on the accounts of the Association for the year ended 31 August 2025 which are set out on 
pages 4 to 5. 

Respective responsibilities of the Committee and Examiner 

The committee of management are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements in 
accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the 
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).  The committee of management 
consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1)(d) of the Accounts Regulations does not apply.  
It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under Section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to 
state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement 

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as 
amended). An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the association and a 
comparison of the financial statements presented with those records. It includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements, and seeks explanations from the committee 
of management concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on 
the view given by the accounts. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention 
 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
 
 to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 

of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and 
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of 

the 2006 Accounts Regulations  
 

have not been met, or 
 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached. 
 

 
Jenifer Davidson Date:  26 October 2025 
25 Mayfield Terrace 
Edinburgh 
EH9 1RY 


