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Changes with the Newsletter 

Our longstanding editor Robin Tait has decided to stand down and take a well-

earned rest from editorial duties.  We are very grateful for all his work on the 

Newsletter and will miss his sharp editorial eye and ready wit.  Robin remains on 

the OTA committee and we hope to persuade him to contribute to the Newsletter 

from time to time in the future.  He will be a hard act to follow as editor and in fact 

the editorial duties are now being shared between two OTA committee members: 

Rosemary Mann and Eric Drake.  We would welcome any comments on the 

newsletter, suggestions for articles, etc.  Contact us at info@eota.org.uk. 

Changes on the Website 

If you haven’t visited the OTA website recently you might want to take a look at 

www.eota.org.uk/.  The site has a new, brighter look and we hope it is more user-

friendly. 

Incidentally, while talking about matters IT, it is worth mentioning that members 

can receive the Newsletter by email as well as by post.  The advantage for you as 

the recipient is that you get to see the illustrations in colour (you can also do this 

by accessing the newsletter via the website).  If you would like to take up this 

option just let us know by sending an email to us at info@eota.org.uk.  You may 

also receive the newsletter by email only if you wish; the advantage of this for the 

Association is that we save on postage.  If you would like to take up this option let 

us know by email to us at info@eota.org.uk. 

World War One 

We are all aware of the 100th anniversary of Britain’s entry to the First World War 

on 4 August.  The anniversary was commemorated by a number of events 

including a Drumhead Service at Edinburgh Castle on 10 August followed by a 

parade of military bands and guards down the Royal Mile to a replica 

Commonwealth War Graves cemetery in Holyrood Park.  This marked the start of 

a five-year programme of commemorations in Scotland.  World War One affected 

the Old Town as it did every other community in the country.  In future issues of 

the Newsletter we will look at some of the more unusual memorials around the 

Old Town commemorating those who served in the war. 
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Old Town Community Council: 

Update 

In the January Newsletter a long-standing 

member and past Chair of the Old Town 

Community Council, OTA Hon President 

Anja Amsel, reported that the Community 

Council was winding up.  Now Anja provides 

an encouraging update. 

The back story: there was widespread 

consternation from MSPs, Councillors and 

Council officers following the mass 

resignations from the long-serving previous 

Community Council. 

The consequences were gratifying.  Support 

(previously very intermittent) came from 

several quarters, the Council recognising that 

a Community Council was not merely a 

statutory body, but might also be a Good 

Thing.  The new Community Council has 

therefore risen phoenix-like from the ashes, 

has a far wider and larger membership and a 

positive view on what it might achieve. 

An upgraded website is being prepared, 

Facebook will be available, the existing notice 

boards (Grassmarket and Royal Mile School) 

will include Neighbourhood Partnership 

news. 

Some current issues of concern – and 

intervention – are licensing, the reduction of 

commercial waste bins, planning, buskers, 

road surfaces, and a view of the area 

presented by the 2011 Census details (see 

below). 

The Community Council welcomes further 

members, and visitors to its meetings, which 

take place on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 7 pm at City Chambers.  If you are 

at all interested in your neighbourhood, do 

turn up! 

Some interesting statistics 

The City of Edinburgh Council’s Services for 

Communities Planning Information Team 

have drawn some fascinating information 

from the 2011 Census.  Here are some of the 

figures (unless otherwise stated, they all apply 

to the Old Town Community Council area): 

• Population 7,875 (about 1.6% of the City) 

• 34.9% aged 16-24 (15.1% for the City as 

a whole) 

• 8.3% aged 65 or over (14.4% for the city 

as a whole) 

• 53.6% single-person households (39.1% 

for the City as a whole) 

• 41.6% of residents aged 16-74 are full 

time students (15.5% for the City as a 

whole). 

Some of the figures are pretty much what 

would be expected.  It comes as no surprise 

that 95.9% of Old Town dwellings are flats 

and tenements (64.1% for the City as a 

whole).  But it is intriguing that one Old 

Town resident was apparently classified as 

living in a caravan! 

The realities of city-centre living help explain 

why 68.2% of households in the Old Town 

have no car and 38.3% of people walk to 

work (equivalent figures for the City as a 

whole are 39.9% and 18.2%). 

Employment patterns are mostly similar to 

those for the City as a whole except more Old 

Town residents work in hotels and restaurants 

(15.0% against 8.2%).  Again, not surprising 

given the number of hotels and restaurants in 

the Old Town. 

Finally, it is nice to know that people in the 

Old Town feel about as healthy as people in 

the rest of Edinburgh.  56.1% of Old Town 

residents said they had very good health 

(57.6% for the City as a whole).  1.2% said 

they had very bad health (1.0% for the City as 

a whole). 

Grassmarket Community Project  

Congratulations to the Grassmarket 

Community Project whose base at 86 

Candlemaker Row won the Scottish Civic 

Trust My Place Awards 2014. 

These Awards celebrate projects or buildings 

that have a positive impact on the local 

community, entries are assessed on their 

heritage and architectural benefits.  The 

Grassmarket Community Project building, 

designed by Gareth Hoskins, was nominated 



3 

for the award by the Architectural Heritage 

Society of Scotland who were impressed by 

the design and space available in the building, 

as well as the privacy offered to participants 

in the project.  

 
Grassmarket Community Project, Candlemaker Row 

The judges’ comments described the project 

as “a high class facility for its members and 

wider Edinburgh community. It is a people 

led project which radiates warmth, humanity 

and a sense of equality. It is innovative, full of 

natural light, and has been woven seamlessly 

into the fabric of the adjoining buildings, 

streetscape and Greyfriars Churchyard.” 

The building opened in 2013 and operates a 

community café and social enterprise whilst 

also providing a range of therapeutic activities 

such as drama and art to vulnerable adults in 

the area. 

Greening the Old Town 

In the last Newsletter we looked at some of 

the green oases hidden around the Old Town.  

The process of greening our area continues.  

Some of you may have noticed plants which 

recently appeared on a dreary gap site at 

Cowgatehead.  This is part of an ongoing 

initiative by the Old Town Development 

Trust to brighten up such sites.  Our MSPs are 

playing their part too.  The Scottish 

Parliament has become the first UK 

legislature to get its own beehives.  Presiding 

Officer Tricia Marwick was quoted as saying 

"The Scottish Parliament has welcomed many 

guests and visitors but there has been a 

special buzz around the bees”.  And just a 

little further up the Royal Mile other visitors 

are being welcomed with bespoke insect 

hotels being installed in the Canongate 

kirkyard.   

 
Above: local gardeners at work at Cowgatehead. 

Below: One of the insect boxes ready for Canongate 

Kirkyard. 

 

An unusual examples of greening the Old 

Town was the decoration of the well outside 

John Know House which occurred, 

unheralded, on Sunday 3 August: 
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Scaffolding 

Spring and early summer are marked not only 

by fresh green leaves appearing on tress, but 

scaffolding appearing on many of our 

buildings as contractors take advantage of 

good weather to work on our constantly 

eroding stone structures.  The Old Town, with 

its various levels provides quite a challenge to 

the scaffolder.  Here are some examples we 

have spotted in recent years. 

 

 

 

While some scaffolding is unadorned, some 

carry decoration.  The City Chambers 

presented a computer-generated facsimile to 

the world, though not to its staff.   

Left: Mound Place 

Above: High Street and Cockburn Street 

Opposite. Near column: High Court of Justiciary, 

McEwan Hall. Far column:Lothian Chambers 

(top), City Chambers (bottom three) 

Page 6: National Library of Scotland and North Bridge 
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The National Library took the opportunity for 

promotion, though the more technically 

challenging scaffolding was at the back where 

the scaffold extended down to the Cowgate.   
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This was not the tallest scaffold, this scaffold 

rose from Market Street to the top of the hotel 

on North Bridge, a staggering 22 stages! 

 

Panmure House 

Work on the next stage of restoring Adam 

Smith’s home off the Canongate began on 21 

July.  We hope to have a members’ meeting 

in 2015 to hear about the project to conserve 

this A-listed building as a living memorial to 

one of the most influential members of the 

Scottish Enlightenment and to develop 

Smith's house as a world-class centre for 

education, events, debates about his life and 

current economic issues. 

Thank you! 

 

A fat bundle of Sainsbury vouchers for 

schools from OTA members was handed into 

the Cowgate Under-5s Centre.  A splendid 

card (A4 size) and message were received in 

acknowledgement, and we pass them onto 

you. 

 

Thank you  

for always thinking  

of us.  

Love everyone  

at Cowgate  

xxx 



 

 

OTA Activities 

Bob Morris on Patrick Geddes. Thursday 11 September, 7.00 pm., Riddle's Court. Join us for a 

lecture by Professor Bob Morris on the Remaking of Old Edinburgh in the 19th century - 

inspiration and economics. Patrick Geddes gained inspiration from the remaking and restoration 

of key buildings along the spine of the Old Town between the 1840s and 1900s. Who paid for all 

this and what did they think they were doing? Was the outcome as Geddes thought ‘that the 

doves rest once more on St Margaret’s Chapel pinnacle’. The answer was never simple. 

Members and friends welcome, tickets £5 

City of Edinburgh CCTV Control Unit, City Chambers, High Street, Tuesday 30 September 

and Wednesday 8 October 6pm. Take this chance to see the vital work that goes on inside the 

control room of the city's CCTV operations. Numbers very limited; priority will be given to 

those who did not attend this event a few years ago. Members only, tickets £5 

Members’ meeting and talk. Wednesday 12 November, 7 pm., Riddle’s Court, Lawnmarket. 

MESH is Mapping Edinburgh’s Social History.  Join us for a talk by members of the MESH 

project team to hear about how it is making it possible for anyone to map historical data and thus 

create a new digital atlas of Edinburgh.  The talk will be followed by your members’ meeting 

when you have a chance to quiz the committee on matters of current concern. Members and 

guests welcome. No charge, but please apply for tickets to give us an idea of numbers. 

The History of Pantomime in Scotland. Tuesday 9 December, 7 p.m., Scott House, 10 South 

St Andrew Street. Enjoy a seasonal talk by Dr Paul Maloney and actor John Ramage about the 

fun and frolics we have enjoyed over the decades since this wonderful art form first took to our 

national stages. This will be followed by a Christmas Party with wine and seasonal nibbles as in 

previous years. Members and guests welcome, tickets £6 

Apply for tickets using the enclosed ticket form 

Please note change of address for ticket applications 

Please remember to send a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets! 

Other events and happenings 

Riding of the Marches: Sunday 7 September, Royal Mile. 

Doors Open Days: Saturday 27 & Sunday 28 September. Details will be available from the 

Cockburn Association and on their website (www.cockburnassociation.org.uk) in September. 

Old Edinburgh Club, Wednesday 15 October. 15 October.  The first of the Old Edinburgh 

Club’s 2014-15 winter programme of lectures at the Augustine United Church on George IV 

Bridge at 7.00 (£5 for non-members).  Archie Foley and Margaret Munro talk about "The Great 

War and the home front: community responses, Portobello".  Details of the full programme of 

lectures are at www.oldedinburghclub.org.uk/activities/2014-15-winter-programme. 

Scottish International Storytelling Festival, 24 October to 2 November, based at the 

Storytelling Centre in the High Street.  Information will be available there and on their website 

(www.tracscotland.org/festivals/scottish-international-storytelling-festival). 

Samhain Festival: Friday 31 October - procession and street theatre in the High Street. 

Previously! Festival of History: Thursday 13 to Sunday 30 November. www.historyfest.co.uk/ 

events/ 

Edinburgh Castle:  Historic Scotland offers free entry for the weekend around St. Andrew’s day 


